
 



Dear Trinity Family, 

Winter has a way of testing our patience. Someone recently said to me, “Pastor, winter feels longer 
than waiting in line at the church spaghetti dinner!” I laughed, but I also realized something, even while 
we complain about the cold, God keeps giving us another sunrise every single day. We wake up. 
We breathe. We keep going. And that itself is grace. 

So, again this month I begin with thanksgiving. 

We thank God for the countless blessings that surround us, the gift of life, the gift of faith, and the gift of our church 
family. As we continue our Lenten journey, we walk together through the wilderness learning to see only Jesus… living with 
Him, walking with Him, suffering with Him, and trusting that we will also rise with Him. Lent reminds us that God is at work 
even when the road feels long and quiet. 

I also want to thank all of you, the Trinity Methodist family, for your faithfulness. Your presence on Sundays and 
your participation in our church ministries and missions, and in Wednesday night gatherings of prayer and reflection are    
deeply encouraging. Each time we gather, we strengthen one another. Faith grows best when we walk together. 

March also brings a meaningful opportunity for our church. On March 21, 2026, we will participate in the Feed My 
Starving Children Mobile Packing Event in Fond du Lac. Before inviting you to register, give, and pray, I want to share      
another thing very personal. 

In the early 2000s, my wife Tshishinen and I served together as chaplains in war-displaced and refugee camps in the 
Congo. We met families who escaped with nothing but their lives. Some parents were separated from their children. Some 
children were left completely alone. And some children fled the camps and lived as street kids in the city just to survive.   
Hunger, fear, and uncertainty filled their days as they waited for meals sent from far away. 

Because of desperation, young girls and widowed mothers became easy targets. I will never forget a painful reality we 
witnessed. Older men, so-called “sugar daddies,” would circle the camps like predators. They would approach young girls and 
single mothers with a cruel offer: money for survival in exchange for their bodies. The cost was their dignity, their safety, and 
often their health for few dollars. For someone who had not eaten, even five dollars felt like hope, yet it was a dangerous 
temptation at the lowest point of life. 

As chaplains, we prayed with them, encouraged them by sharing the Word of God, and taught them to resist these 
offers, not only to protect their bodies, but to protect their future. In those moments we learned a deep spiritual truth: the 
enemy attacks when people are weak, hungry, and discouraged. But we also saw another truth, food is not just food. A simple 
meal can protect a life, restore dignity, and give strength to choose what is right. 

That is why ministries that provide meals like ‘Feed my Starving Children’ matter deeply. They do more than feed 
the stomach; they guard the heart and preserve hope. “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.” (Matthew 25:35) When 
we feed someone, we are not only meeting a physical need; we are also protecting a life God loves.   

This connects closely with our Lenten journey. Jesus Himself faced temptation when He was hungry in the           
wilderness. Hunger weakens the body, but compassion strengthens the soul. When we prepare meals for others, we become 
part of God’s answer to prayer in someone’s life. I invite you to prayerfully consider signing up to pack meals, giving toward 
the ministry, and praying for the children and families who will receive them. 

This month, we keep walking through our sermon series, “Seeing Jesus: From Ashes to Resurrection.” Here is where we are 
going: 

• March 1 — John 3:1-17: "Seeing the Kingdom" 

• March 8 — John 4:5-14: "Seeing the Source" 

• March 15 — John 9:1-41: "Seeing the Light of the World" 

• March 22 — John 11:17-27: "Seeing the Resurrection and the Life" 
• March 29 — Matthew 21:1-11: "Seeing the Real King" 



Remember each Wednesday at 7:00 pm we will also continue our Lenten gatherings of prayer, meditation, and    
reflection. These quiet evenings help prepare our hearts so that Sunday worship becomes deeper and more personal. 

Lent teaches us to slow down and fix our eyes on Christ. The cross reminds us that suffering is not the end of the 
story, and the resurrection reminds us that hope always has the final word. 

Let us keep walking together in faith, trusting the One who walks ahead of us.  

From your pastor’s heart, 

 
Rev. Mulongo Mpoyo 

 

Stewardship and Finance Offering 
 Hello Church Family, last month we finished the review of the five questions on ‘Giving to God’, and the      

lessons we can learn from those. Now that we finished that series, I want to write to you on something I have been 

thinking about for a long time, ever since I read the book of Jonah. How many of you have read the book of Jonah? 

Until this past year I never had. Sure, I remember the Sunday School lessons of Jonah and the whale, but that is all I 

could recall that he was swallowed up by a whale and lived. There is more to the story than that, this book of the Bible 

was really eye opening to me, how important a message God has for us in the words of Jonah.  

 God asked Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh and announce His judgement against this city for the people of 

this city were very wicked. Jonah though decided to run from what the Lord asked of him and boarded a boat going to 

Tarshish which was the opposite direction of Nineveh to get away from the Lord. The Lord caused a huge storm on the 

sea and eventually the others on the ship through him overboard into the sea. This is how Jonah and the whale came 

about; the Lord had a whale swallow up Jonah. Inside the whale Jonah prayed to God to rescue him: Jonah 2:7-10 NLT 
- 7  “When I had lost all hope, I turned my thoughts once more to the Lord. And my earnest prayer went out to you in 

your holy Temple. 8  Those who worship false gods turn their backs on all God’s mercies. 9  But I will offer sacrifices to 

you with songs of praise, and I will fulfill all my vows. For my salvation comes from the Lord alone.” 10  Then 

the Lord ordered the whale to spit Jonah out onto the beach, and it did. 

 In Chapter 3, God spoke to Jonah a second time to go to the city of Nineveh and deliver His message against 

the people of this great city. So, Jonah obeyed the command of the Lord this time. Jonah 3:4-5 & 10 NLT - 4  On the day 

Jonah entered the city, he shouted to the crowds: “Forty days from now Nineveh will be destroyed”. 5  The people of 

Nineveh believed God’s message, and from the greatest to the least, they decided to go without food and wear       

sackcloth to show their sorrow. 10 When God saw that the people put a stop 

to their evil ways, he had mercy on them and didn’t carry out the destruction 

he had threatened them. The mercy God showed the city of Nineveh         

angered Jonah so much that he asked to die - Jonah 4:3-4 NLT - 3  Just kill me 

now, Lord! I’d rather be dead than alive because nothing I predicted is going 

to happen”. God’s answer to this request is a powerful one. 4 The Lord      

replied, “Is it right for you to be angry about this?” 

 The last part of Chapter 4 – verses 5-10 I am not going to give away, 

but there is a cliffhanger in it. There are only a few times in the Bible this 

happens, which I feel God wants us to really understand and learn          

something from the story of Jonah. I  encourage you to take time to read the Book of Jonah. It’s a short book of the 

Bible only 2 pages, 4 chapters in total and would only take a few minutes to read. 



The first lesson I learned from reading Jonah is 

that we all in moments of our lives want to 

run from God, run from what we know is right 

in His eyes. We try to avoid Him, thinking that 

if we stay away from God, don’t think about 

Him or what He wants us to do, that he will 

leave us alone. Though we may be able to think 

we    escape, that is short lived. When God 

wants something from us or needs us to        

experience and learn something from Him, He 

will never give up. He is persistent, Hebrew 

13:5 –  “Never will I leave you; never will I     

forsake (abandon) you”. It may be years that He allows us to avoid His presence but, in His time, His will does come 

through. What God wants us to experience and learn, we must. 

Now the other lesson I took from this is the more difficult one. 

When we do obey God’s word and do as He asks, if He doesn’t    

fulfill the promise the way we predicted, how we want God to, 

then we get angry and frustrated at Him. Even more so when He 

shows mercy and grace to people we think are not deserving of it. 

This is very challenging for most of us, myself included, to accept 

what God has chosen to be so, when we don’t think that’s how it 

should happen. We need to remind ourselves of Jonah 4:4 and 

what God says to Jonah “Is it right for you to be angry about this?” 

What God so chooses for others, should not be of our concern. In 

the ‘The Purpose Driven Life’ if talks about this in reference to 

Matthew 20 and the parable Jesus told of the landowner who paid 

all the   workers the same wage whether they worked all day or just part of a day. Rick Warren put it this way – “Stop 

resenting my grace to others, be grateful for what you’ve got, and move on with your life now!”. This is a very tough 

thing to do, as it is human nature to be jealous and/or angry with what others receive from God. I have been challenged 

to remind    myself of these words, and I challenge all of you to do the same. Since this is part of our being, we will all be 

challenged in this area for years to come, it will take time, but take steps to change your way of thinking. Fulfill what God 

asks of you, and however He chooses to deal with others well, leave that to them and God, don’t concern yourself with 

it. God has His own plan for each of us, and when we get to Heaven, we all will answer for our own sins, which is enough 

for each of us to deal with. I encourage you to read the book of Jonah and see how it moves you, I would love to get your 

take on it someday. I ask you to pray on this message and give your lives fully to God. God is good all the time, and all the 

time, God is good. 

SF Committee Chair 

Josh Marschie 



Discover good old-fashioned fun nestled in the Ozark Mountains in 

Branson, Missouri!  Silver Dollar City is a special place in the 

heartland of America where your family can gather together in fun, 

where traditions are created, and memories are shared.  For all ages, 

this 1880s theme park will turn an ordinary day into a best-ever day! 

Through our partnership with Samaritan’s Purse, the Trinity Shoebox Project has received nine  

complementary tickets to Silver Dollar City valid March 13, 2026 – January 2, 2027.  As a fundraiser, we 

are offering these tickets to anyone interested, for a $50 donation (2026 single day ticket price is $85-$95).   

If you or anyone you know is interested, please reach out to Heidi Zingsheim at (920)539-8807 or  

heidizingsheim@ymail.com.  Tickets are offered on a first come, first served basis.  Please share!  Thank you! 

MUSIC! 

RIDES! 

For more information to help plan your adventure, visit www.silverdollarcity.com.   

SHOWS!



January 25, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

Submitted by: Doug Kiehnau  

Attendees: Wayde Beck, Doug Kiehnau, Doug Kindschuh,   
Jason Ehlert, Jan Guell, Glen Wellso  

The following items were discussed: 

• Cemetery lot prices - decision to keep lot  prices were they 
are   

• Wells Fargo and Ledge Vest have separated - Ledge Vest 
will take over our investment. 

• Trees are blocking the view of Ebenezer cemetery - Dan Michels will have trees trimmed  

• Emanuel Cemetery sign is damaged and needs painting - Jason Ehlert will look into a price to 
replace the sign. 

• Salem Cemetery’s sidewalk will be closed in 2028 while Hwy 67 is repaired. The sidewalk will  
be replaced when the road repairs are completed in 2032. 

 

 

The emergency meeting was called to order by Bill Buske at 10:10am.  The subject of the                         
sanctuary speakers needing to be replaced/updated was introduced.  Metro Sound has been                  
working with the current sound system for years and gave us a quote of around $44,000 last                                      
year.  It was brought up that the Bill Seefeld funds, along with a $10,000 gift from a church 
member, were available to help pay for that.    

The sound systems processor went out at Thanksgiving but was still under warranty and after 
some adjustments is working okay but the components are old. Pastor Mpoyo brought up that 
in the future we should get quotes from more than one company before making changes.   

The motion was made by Wayde Beck to go ahead and have Metro Sound do the sound      
system improvements and it was seconded by Steve Unferth.  

Council Meeting – February 1, 2026  

Attendees: Bill Buske, Josh Marschie, Steve Unferth,  
Pastor Mpoyo, Wayde Beck, John Lavarda, Tammy 
Steers, John Muentner, Glenn Wellso, Jason Ehlert, 
Mary Muehlius and Debra Zinniel  

Notes Submitted by : Deb Zinniel 

Salem, Ebenezer, Emmanuel 



Bible Study Returns-March 2 

The Book of Romans classes will run on Mondays from 

1:00pm - 2:00pm., March 2 - May 18, with the study    

returning in fall.  

Each one hour session begins with a 30 - minute video 

where Les Feldick explains the Bible in great detail. 

Then, TMC’s own Bob Coulter leads us in a question 

and answer period to further our comprehension.    

New people can start this class at any time, even 

mid session. Les Feldick repeats the core tenants of the 

Bible frequently so you will likely get caught up very 

quickly. If the Holy Spirit is nudging you to join us, listen 

to your heart!  

We’ll see you Monday, March 2 at 1:00pm in the 

Fireside Room. A sign up sheet will be in the          

Connections Room. 

Join us Saturday, March 21 

@ the Fond du Lac County Fairgrounds! 

Help us measure, scoop, and prepare approximately 

140,000 meals for those in need around the world.  

Pack times are two hour shifts and start at: 9:00am., 

12:00pm., and 3:00pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unable to attend the Event? 

You can still help us meet our $41,000 fundraising goal!  

Please scan the QR Code above and make your dona-

tion online. 

If you’re not comfortable with that option,                       

feel free to mail a check to: 

Feed My Starving Children 

ATTN: Mobile Pack #2603-024SC 

401 93rd Ave NW 

Coon Rapids, MN 55433 

Checks should be made payable to FMSC with        

Mobile Pack #2603-024SC in the Memo line noted.    

Annual Easter Breakfast 

Trinity will once again host  
Easter breakfast this year.  Breakfast will be 
served from 8:00am-8:30am followed by the 

Easter Service at 9:00am.   
 

Menu: Scrambled eggs, sausage, coffee 
cakes, potatoes, applesauce, milk, juice and 

coffee.  
 

Tickets available at the door. 
Adults $10, Kids 4-10 $6,                                      

Kids 3-under are free. 
 

Donations of coffee cakes needed.        
Signup located in the Connections Room.   

$106                   

feeds                        

a child for an entire 

year! How many 

children can you 

feed this year? 

QR Code 



 

 The Christian Education department is 

offering scholarships to current         

college students who have completed 

at least one year of study.  To apply 

for this scholarship, please submit a    

1-2 page essay on how you have used 

your faith as you pursue your            

education.  To be considered, essays 

must be submitted to the office via 

email by April 15, 2026. 

churchofficetumc@gmail.com 

** Applicants are eligible to win one-

time throughout their college career. 

TMC will award scholarships  

 ...to high school seniors pursuing their first year of    

higher education in 2026. To be considered for 

financial support, applications must be received 

via email by the church office on or before        

April 15, 2026.   

Scholarship information and guidelines can be 

found at:  

trinitylomira.org/trinity-scholarship-opportunity  

If you have any questions contact Tammy Steers 

or Carissa Backhaus, the Directors of Christian 

Education at:  

tammy@westphals.com 

tolzmanc@gmail.com 

*please note, guidelines changed a few years ago* 

Some of the     

members of Girl 

Scout Troop 8450,  

who hold their 

meetings here at 

TMC on Tuesday 

nights, will be selling your favorite cookies 

after the Sunday, March 1 service. 

Cookies will be available for $6.00 a box 

All your favorite flavors will be available. 

Stop by at the booth in the Connections Room 

and see if you can say “no” to those adorable 

faces selling you a sweet treat. 

Any boxes you don’t want to take home can 

be donated to the office   or back to the 

“Girl Scouts.” 

Thank you in advance 

for supporting their 

cause! 

  

approx. 

$20,000 

raised  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A look ahead at our Lenten service     

schedule: 

• Weekly Wednesday Night Services 7:00pm 

     (3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25) 

• Palm Sunday 3/29, 9:00am 

• Maundy Thursday 4/2, 6:00pm 

• Good Friday 4/3, 6:00pm 

• Easter Morning 4/5, 9:00am 

Easter Breakfast Served: 8:00am - 8:30am  

their beautiful daughter, Callie.  Callie joins brothers Maverick 

Congratulations to  grandparents Brenda and Dan Michels on 

TMC Lenten Series:                
Seeing Jesus: From 
Ashes to Resurrection -  
follow Jesus’ path 
along his 40-day         
journey. 

March 1 - “Seeing the Kingdom” 

March 8 - ” Seeing the Source” 

March 15 -  “Seeing the Light of the World” 

March 22 -  “ Seeing the Resurrection and the Life” 

March 29 - “Seeing the Real King” 

April 2 - ”Seeing the Servant’s Heart” 

What are you doing to make this Lent         

different? Why not attend the TMC Lenten 
series so you can “see” life more clearly? 



The Easter Breakfast is quickly approaching 

and we need your help.  There are many shifts 

available from helping set up tables on Satur-

day afternoon to prepping food on Easter 

morn.  Please sign up on the Easter Breakfast 

 

donations of coffee cakes are    

Just as Jesus loves the little       
children, the Sunday School      
children and Youth Group showed 
their love this Valentine’s Day by 
creating Valentine’s cards, heart    
pillows, and other treasurers for 
our shut-ins.     

A big “thank you” to the    
Sunday School teachers and 
boys and girls for the        
wonderful Valentines cookies.  

- Elaine Muehlius 



 

  

The Sunday School children delighted the         

congregation on Sunday, February 15 with two 

songs that they performed during worship      

service.  “Jesus Loves Me” and “God’s Not Done” 

were their two selections.  



 

They were a splishing and a splashing!  

There was a great turnout of children, parents, and 

grandparents that joined in on an afternoon of fun at 

the Tag Center in Mayville. Twenty-three individuals 

enjoyed the warm waters on a beautiful winter’s day. 

So much fun was had, it’s already been requested 

that it’s done again next year!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lets send them lots of Happy Birthday wishes! 

Golden Club 
Gene Hake  

turns 90 on 3/6 

Adava Care 

1109 Cecelia Dr. #8 

Pewaukee, WI 53072 

Victor Jewson 

turns 87 on 3/30 

N4002 Hickory Rd. 

Fond du Lac, WI 

54937 

March Birthdays 
1  Dan Michels 

2  Barb Sauer 

6    Gene Hake 

7    Rebecca Alf  

9  Molly Riehbrandt 

 Lyric Backhaus   

11    Clarice Drummond    

         Michelle Wroblewski 

12     Pam Wellso 

13  Steve Bryant 

14  Veronica Sauer 

15    Shelly Schaefer 

16    Michel Mpoyo 

17  Cheryl Meyer 

18  Alexander Faber  

      Brandon Faber 

     Dayne Zingsheim 

19  Elaine Muehlius 

20  Gary Jesse 

23   Kasey Todl 

25   Jackie Scharfenberg 

27  Joshua Marschie 

 Aubree Christianson 

28     Debbie Unferth 

30  Victor Jewson 

March Wedding Anniversaries 
 
9    Wayde & Faye Beck 
13  Steve & Amy Unferth 
30  Mary Muehlius & Russ Wendt 

Elaine Muehlius 

turns 98 on 3/19 

N10453 St. Rd. 175 

Lomira, WI 53048 

Congratulations to Tyler and Lexi  

Michels on the birth of their beautiful 

daughter, Callie.  Callie joins brothers 

Maverick and Tripp at home. 

Congratulations to  grandparents 

Brenda and Dan Michels on the birth 

of your 13th grandchild. What a gift 

from God! 

Congratulations to great           

grandmother, Annette Michels, on 

another great grandchild to love.  



 
 
 
 
 
  May you live as long as you want, and never want as long as you live. —Irish Blessing  

TMC Budget Totals  

YTD needed to meet budget: 

$36,904.00 

Received through 2/22/26:  

$30,819.00 

Budget Shortfall: $6,085.00 

• The family of Gary Miller, who recently passed away 02/23 

• Jackie Ulmer, friend of Sarah Kretschmer, recently diagnosed with thyroid cancer in addition to metastatic melanoma; 

determining a treatment plan 02/23 

• Victor Jewson - facing multiple health concerns 02/23 

• Dennis Bellante, friend of Gordie Zimmerman and butcher at Piggly Wiggly, upcoming neck surgery in June 02/23 

• Kathie Hefter, friend of Deb Bintzler-Oestreich, has aggressive form of bone cancer - is doing well  after blood        

treatment . She has to be careful of germs at this time, so is limited on activities. 02/23 

• David Menzer, Fred’s brother, - biopsies went well - awaiting results 02/23 

• Kelly Harmsen, friend of Betty Menzer, completed chemo, infusions to start and run through summer  02/23 

• Lois Jewson had surgery on 12/31 to remove cancerous tumor 2/17 

• Tim Colleran, former member Lori (Krug) Colleran’s husband, diagnosed with pancreatic cancer - is fatigued, but doc-

tors are very pleased with his progress. He has introduced “real food” back into his restricted diet, will have an additional 

three months of chemo, is walking a few miles per day and     waiting for various parts of his body to return to normal. 

02/03 

• Donna Scharfenberg, Jackie’s sister-in-law, recovering from shoulder surgery 01/27 

• Judy Stucke, had hip surgery and has experienced a few complications - still in hospital  1/20 

• Amy Holzwart, friend of Faye Beck, recurrence of brain tumor and many other complications 12/17 



 

          

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
1 

9:00am        
Communion 
Sunday  

10:00 Girl Scout 
Cookie Sale  

 

2 

1:00pm Book of 

Romans Study   

3 4 

5:00pm Bells 

6:00pm Choir 

6:30pm AA 

7:00pm Lenten 

Service 

5 

6:00pm Girl 

Scouts 

6 7 

8 

9:00am Bells 

Sunday 

6:30pm 4H 

 

 

9 

1:00pm Book of 

Romans Study   

10 

5:00pm Girl 
Scouts 

6:00pm Church 
Council Meeting 

11 

5:00pm Bells 

6:00pm Choir 

6:30pm AA 

7:00pm Lenten 

Service 

 

 

12 13 14 

10:00am Food 

Pantry 

2:00pm - 8:00pm 

AA  Banquet 

15 

9:00am Choir 

Sunday  

5:30pm Girl 

Scouts 

16 

1:00pm Book of 

Romans Study   

17 18 

5:00pm Bells 

6:00pm Choir 

6:30pm AA 

7:00pm Lenten 

Service 

 

 

19 20 21 

9:00 Feed My 

Starving       

Children Mobile 

Pack 

22 

 

9:00am         

Contemporary 

Sunday  

23 

1:00pm Book of 

Romans Study   

24 

5:00pm Girl 
Scouts 

25 

5:00pm Bells 

6:00pm Choir 

6:30pm AA 

7:00pm Lenten 

Service 

26 

9:00am Fiber 

Arts  

27 28 

10:00am Food 

Pantry  

29 

 

9:00am Palm 

Sunday -      

Sunday School 

children perform  

30 

1:00pm Book of 

Romans Study   

31     

Adult Sunday School 7:30A.M.  

Sunday Service 9:00A.M. 

Sunday School 9:15 A.M. 

Coffee Connections 10:00 A.M.  

Confirmation 10:30 A.M.   



Trinity Methodist Church   

300 Church Street 

Lomira, WI 53048 

Return Service Requested 

 
Mulongo Mpoyo, Pastor 

Church Office: (920) 269-4411  

Cell (414) 690-5796  

Office Hours: Tues -Thurs 9AM-1PM or by appointment                               

Email: revmpoyomm@yahoo.fr 

WORSHIP SERVICES: Sunday 9:00 AM 

 

Church Office Hours:  

Tues - Thurs 9AM-1PM 

Church Office: (920) 269-4411  

Email: churchofficetumc@gmail.com 


